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Criminal Code



The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), The Gambia
DVISORY NOTE ON THE ABOLITION OF THE DEATH PENALTY IN THE GAMBIA |    13

an eye for an eye

an eye for 
an eye

5. Cruel and Inhuman nature of death row and 
executions



The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), The Gambia
DVISORY NOTE ON THE ABOLITION OF THE DEATH PENALTY IN THE GAMBIA |    14

27

29

Mbushuu and Another v. Republic 27

the death penalty 
amounts to torture, inhuman and degrading punishment

The State v. T. Makwanyane 
and M. Mchunu.29

6. The South African and Rwandan Experiences



The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), The Gambia
DVISORY NOTE ON THE ABOLITION OF THE DEATH PENALTY IN THE GAMBIA |    15

6.0 THE QUESTION OF MORATORIUM ON 
EXECUTION

de jure de facto.

e jure

de jure
de facto

Section 18
1997 Constitution Sections 35 188 Criminal Code 

de facto
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9.0    RECOMMENDATIONS

To expedite the abolition of the death penalty in The Gambia, it is
recommended that the Government:   

Re-introduces the 2020 Draft Constitution which contained
progressive provisions that guarantee fundamental rights and 
freedoms, including the right to life.

Prioritises and expedites the enactment of the Criminal
Offences Bill and the Criminal Procedure Bill which proposed
to abolish the death penalty as a form of punishment. 

1.

2



The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), The Gambia
DVISORY NOTE ON THE ABOLITION OF THE DEATH PENALTY IN THE GAMBIA |    19



National Secretariat, P. O. Box 2858,
Serrekunda, Kotu, The Gambia
(+220) 446 1717 / (+220) 446 1713
info@gm-nhrc.org
www. gm-nhrc.org
facebook.com/NHRCGambia
@NHRCGambia




